he study of religion provides 

an opportunity to learn 

about the customs, views, 
social organizations, ideas, historical 
experiences and present day 
conditions of people around the 
globe, as well as right here in 
Quebec and Canada. Concordia 
University’s Department of Religion 
is an exciting place for students to 
enhance their knowledge and 
experiences while building a solid 
foundation for work in a variety of 
professions. With an international 
reputation for excellence in both 
teaching and research, the 
Department of Religion excels 
in the field of Judaic Studies as 
evidenced by the work of its 
Concordia Institute for Canadian 
Jewish Studies. 


The Concordia Institute 
for Canadian Jewish Studies 


Established as part of the Department of Religion in 1999, the Concordia Institute 
for Canadian Jewish Studies contributes to the Department's efforts in the areas 
of Jewish education, scholarship support, cultural offerings, as well as in 
collaborative work with organizations in Montreal and beyond. 


The Institute offers courses in the area of Canadian Jewish Studies for both 
graduate and undergraduate students. In tandem with the Institute's academic 
fellowships, these courses provide a unique scholarly context in which students 
and faculty develop their interests in Canadian Jewish Studies in a range of 
disciplines, including Religion, History, Literature, Philosophy, Fine Arts, 
Sociology and Anthropology. Students from a broad array of disciplinary 
backgrounds are influenced and their research funded by the Institute. The 
Institute sponsors a range of projects, such as: 


* Major graduate funding 
- A wide variety of undergraduate and graduate courses 


* Book publishing series and chapbook series in the areas of Canadian Jewish 
literature and history 


* Lunch and Learn lecture series for students and the broader community 
+ Numerous public lecture events by local and visiting specialists 
- An on-line student journal, edited by students 


* Major conferences, including a 2004 conference on Yiddish in Montreal, and 
the upcoming international conference on the work and life of Montreal poet 
A.M. Klein 


The Institute in the Community 


The Concordia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies serves as a liaison between 
the university and the community, in Montreal and beyond. The Chair of the 
Institute is actively involved in a variety of community groups, regularly gives 
public lectures, and lends his expertise to organizations such as the Montreal 
Holocaust Memorial Centre and the Jewish Public Library. The Institute 
promotes its events and activities throughout Montreal, as well as to Jewish 
community groups and associations in the rest of Canada, and ensures that its 
publications are integrated into libraries nationally. Its publications are also 
included on course reading lists at the secondary and university level, promoting 
the understanding of Canadian Jewish life in mainstream circles. 


The Institute is currently working with the broader Montreal community, 
Federation CJA and the West Island community planning board to create an 
educational series for summer camp attendees in the 2007 season. 


The Concordia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies is unique in Canada for its 
active participation in the Jewish community, ensuring that Montreal remains at 
the centre of educational and cultural undertakings. The Institute is governed by 
a board, including community and faculty representatives, who bring project and 
planning ideas to regular board meetings. 


The initial philanthropic gift to the Institute is now in its final stages and new sources 
of funding are required to maintain the present level of activity, professionalism at 
the administrative level, student involvement, and national leadership in the area of 
Canadian Jewish Studies. 


Concordia Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies 
Funding and Naming Opportunities 


Student Support 


Institute Fellowships ($25,000 annually) 


Graduate student support continues to be a major focus of the Institute. In the past, 
the Institute has provided substantial support for students studying the Canadian 
Jewish experience in the fields of Religion, History, Communication Studies and the 
Fine Arts, to name a few. Students who receive financial support are asked to give a 
public lecture on their research. This ensures dissemination of information on issues 
of particular concern to the Jewish community as well as the public at large. This also 
serves to enhance visibility of the Institute and Fellowships. Since 1999 the Institute 
has overseen and awarded 48 fellowships in the areas of Canadian Jewish Studies and 
Jewish Studies. 


Community Outreach 


Scholar-In-Residence ($7,500 every other year) 


The Institute opened its Scholar-in-Residence Program in 2000, inviting established 
scholars and post-doctoral candidates to either teach a course or to conduct research 
related to the field of Canadian Jewish Studies. Students, faculty members and the 
community are able to gain access to important scholars in the many disciplines of 
Canadian Jewish Studies through courses, cultural events and lectures. 


Previous scholars have included Dr. Frank Bialystok, who presented public 


lectures throughout Montreal and launched his book, Delayed Impact: The 

Holocaust and the Canadian Jewish Community, and Dr. Richard Menkis of the 
University of British Columbia, who has twice taught special graduate courses, 
most recently in tandem with musician and ethnomusicologist Michael Alpert. 


Annual Course Open to Community Members ($7,500 annually) 


As part of its mandate to serve the community, the Institute offers courses on 
various Montreal Jewish themes that are open to the public. Previous courses 
include Judaism in Canada, Montreal Jewish Community and The Montreal Yiddish 
Experience. Undergraduate and Graduate students benefit from the experience of 
learning alongside community members, and these courses have proven to be 
popular with the general public. They are promoted through advertisements in 
student newspapers and the Canadian Jewish News and flyers that are distributed 
throughout Montreal universities and at community venues such as the Jewish 
Public Library. 


Bi-annual Newsletter ($6,000 annually) 


The proposed newsletter would enable the Institute to communicate with board 
members and the public at large, advertise events and recent scholarships, maintain a 
relationship with donors and administrative leaders in the community, and 
acknowledge those involved in our projects. Edited by staff of the Institute, alongside 
professionals in the areas of design and printing, an initial publication run of 250 
copies would be distributed to faculty, board members, community members, 
donors and other academic units interested in the field. 
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On-Line Student Journal ($1,000 annually) 


The Student Journal of Canadian Jewish Studies provides a forum for 
undergraduate and graduate papers, articles and book reviews from any discipline 
relating to the Jewish experience in Canada. This creates a wonderful opportunity 
for students to publish their work. Small honorariums are paid to the student 
contributors, editors and webmaster to further encourage their professionalism. 


The Journal's web address is http://web2.concordia.ca/canadianjewishjournal/ 


Annual Lunch and Learn for Students ($4,000 annually) 


In 2002, students began to request access to professors with expertise and 
knowledge in Judaism. This led to the creation of the Lunch and Learn for 
Students seminar series, which has become an annual and active aspect of the 
outreach to both students and community audiences. Lectures are offered on a 
monthly basis and attract between 40 and 100 people. 


Publications 


Major Publication in Association with Red Deer Press in Calgary 
($15,000 annually) 


The Institute is well known as a publication leader on Canadian Jewish Studies. As 
co-publishers with Red Deer Press, a mid-sized trade publisher with international 
distribution, its reach has extended beyond Montreal. To date the Institute has 
published Not Quite Mainstream: Canadian Jewish Short Stories; Mordecai & Me: An 
Appreciation of a Kind; The Canadian Jewish Studies Reader and most recently, a 
newly introduced edition of the 1948 novel The Rich Man by Henry Kreisel. 


Annual Chapbook Publication ($5,000 annually) 


The in-house publishing program focuses on Canadian Jewish history, philosophy 
and literature. Three chapbooks have been published to date, with topics that 
vary from a translation of an early Russian journalist's portrait of Montreal 
Jewish life, to a grouping of texts on the philosopher Franz Rosenzweig. The 
Institute is currently working on the publication of its next chapbook on 
synagogue architecture in the Plateau Mont-Royal and Mile End districts of 
Montreal by graduate student Sara Tauben. The Institute edits, prints and 
distributes these publications to the Greater Montreal community, North 
American and international academics in relevant fields, selected libraries and 
institutes such as the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research and members of the 
Association for Canadian Jewish Studies. 


Lectures and Conferences 


Annual Lecture Series ($15,000 annually) 


The Institute’s current lecture series is offered in collaboration with other 
Montreal organizations. This partnership permits the Institute to offer four to 
five small-scale lectures, which attract audiences of up to 100 people from various 
backgrounds including students, faculty, community members, and on occasion, 
diplomatic delegates. With appropriate funding, and using strategic alliances, the 
Institute would be in a position to offer one large-scale lecture per year, open to 
the public, with a high-profile speaker. 


Major Conference / Symposium ($35,000 every 4 years) 


In 2004, the Institute hosted a successful major conference on Yiddish in Montreal, 
with a focus on translation. A book associated with the conference and theme is due 
to be launched from the University of Ottawa Press in the summer of 2007. In 
October of 2007 the Institute is planning the first major conference in three decades 
on Montreal poet A.M. Klein. The objective is to motivate international scholars, 
students and non-specialists to rethink Klein's status in the literary world. 


Minor Conference with Other Canadian Jewish Studies Institutions and 
Community Organizations 


The Institute has strategic alliances with other scholarly institutes and departments 
with related interest and strives to motivate further scholarship and collaboration. 
An example of one of the major collaborators is York University’s Centre for the 
Study of Canadian Jewry. As well, minor conferences have been presented in 
partnership with the Spanish and Portuguese Congregation of Montreal, the Labour 
Zionist Alliance, and Temple Emanu-E] Beth Shalom. 


No other university organization is as broadly influential and active as the Concordia 
Chair and Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies. Scholars and students look to the 
Institute for support and direction; Institute publications enable new curricular 
developments; the Institute offers the most comprehensive selection of courses in 
Canadian Jewish Studies; and its conferences allow specialists and generalists to 
gather and discuss key issues. 


The Concordia Chair and Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies have placed 
Montreal at the forefront of research into Canadian Jewish heritage, art, language 
and cultural studies. In order to continue its important work, the Institute requires 
substantial support from the community at this time. 


Concordia Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies 
Financial Scenario 


Annual Endowment 
Funding Required* 
Institute Fellowships 
Scholar-in-Residence 

($7500 every other year) 
Annual Course for Community Members 
Bi-annual newsletter 
On-line Student Journal 


Annual Lunch and Learn for Students § 4,000.00 $ 80,000.00 
Major Publication $15,000.00 $300,000.00 


Chapbook publication 
Annual Lecture Series 
Major Conference ($35,000 every 4 years) $ 8,750.00 
Minor Conference 
$103,000.00 


*based on 5% endowment payout 


